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The Coastal Express

The Coastal Express – tours

The Coastal Express – short voyages

The Svalbard Line

The North Cape Line 

Live the legend
of Norway



THE 

HURTIGRUTEN

DIFFERENCE 
At Hurtigruten, we’ve been crafting unforgettable 

journeys for over 130 years, blending our rich history, 

deep expertise, and a passion for authentic exploration. 

From our origins along Norway’s rugged coastline 

to our leadership in sustainable travel, our legacy is 

built on creating inspiring, memorable experiences. 

Discover the di�erence that sets us apart and join a 

journey over a century in the making.

TRUSTED  

SINCE 1893

Over 130 years of 

knowledge, experience 

and reliability.

AUTHENTICALLY 

NORWEGIAN

Travel like a local as we 

welcome you to our home.

NORWAY’S  

COASTAL KITCHEN

Award-winning cuisine, 

sourced where we sail.

CARING FOR  

THE COAST

Sustaining Norway’s 

coastal communities for 

generations.

SMALL-SHIP  

SAILING

Our fleet is dedicated to 

exploring our home along 

the Norwegian coast.

EXPERIENCE  

NORWAY YOUR WAY 

With more sailings, 

more experiences, more 

flexibility — every day of 

the year.
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400 miles between Svalbard 
and the North Pole

580 miles between 
mainland Norway 
and Svalbard

Norway

Svalbard

SPITSBERGEN

NORDAUSTLANDET

EDGEØYA

BJØRNØYA
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Norway

Svalbard
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FACTS ABOUT  

NORWAY 

62,706 miles of coastline 

Second longest coastline  
in the world 

1,700 fjords 

50,000 islands 

2/3 of the country is mountainous 

Warmed by the Gulf Stream 

5.5 million population  

FACTS ABOUT 

SVALBARD

Part of Norway 

Svalbard is 400 miles from the  
North Pole

Northernmost settlements in  
the world 

Three main islands: Spitsbergen  
is the largest 

Warmed by the last branch of  
the Gulf Stream 

2,500 population 

CON TEN TS

NORTH POLE
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NORWAY— 
A LIVING 
LEGEND 

Dear Curious Seafarer,  

Welcome to another year of 
adventure and discovery along 
the beautiful coast of our 
magical land, Norway.  

Why do we call our land 
magical? Well, that’s quite 
simple, you just need to look  
at it and you’ll understand.  
But it goes much deeper. 
Myths and legends are woven 
into the very fabric of our land. 
A mountain might not just 
be a mountain … shift your 
perspective a little and it could 
just as well be a frozen troll.  

The Norwegian Sea itself, as 
legend has it, is personified 
by the Norse goddess Rán. 
She was said to have had nine 

daughters of the sea just as we 
feel we have eight daughters 
of the sea – our ships! Above 
us, in the dark winter skies, 
the streaming ribbons of the 
aurora were said to be a bridge 
to Valhalla. These are the 
stories we Norwegians grow 
up with, stories that shape  
our connection to the land  
and sea. 

Having served coastal 
communities since 1893, we 
like to think that we’ve taken 
our place in the evolving 
story of Norway. That’s why 
we’re proud to have been 
awarded the “Made in Norway” 
marque, celebrating the best 
of Norwegian quality and 
sustainability practices. 

So, once again we invite you to 
join us. Come, take your place 
in the living legend of Norway, 

With adventure ahead,

Hedda Felin 
CEO Hurtigruten 
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“It’s your turn to take your place in 
this legacy. Let us show you the true 

culture of Norway and its coast.”
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OUR UNIQUE 
LEGACY 

Hurtigruten and our ships are woven 
into the history of our home for more 
than 130 years. 

Once distant and divided  
Before 1893, going from 
southern Norway to northern 
Norway or vice versa was a  
long and di�icult journey.  
Vast mountain ranges stood in 
the way of roads and railways. 
And with no single continuous 
voyage to connect south to 
north, people had to switch 
between several smaller ships 
each time.  

In an era of no marine radars, 
sailing was unreliable and often 
dangerous. Just sending a letter 
from north to south took weeks. 
A parcel needed months.     

A determined visionary   
Where others shrank back at 
the ambition to finally connect 
the length of the coast, Captain 
Richard With stepped forward. 

Equipped with nautical charts 
drawn up by experienced local 
sailor Anders Holte, Captain 
With carefully prepared a 
route, schedule, and crew that 
enabled him to safely sail the 
coast not just by day, but also  
in the darkness of night.     

Changing the coast forever  
Captain With’s ‘Hurtigruten’ had 
its pioneering maiden voyage on 
July 2, 1893, welcomed at ports 
by locals who had gathered 
to cheer and wave at his ship. 
The day marked the start of a 
service that would transform 
life on the Norwegian coast 
from that moment on.  

The fast, safe sailings meant 
friends and family were no 
longer cut o�, but could now 
easily move from southern 
Norway to northern Norway and 
vice versa.

Goods such as fresh seafood 
could now be transported 
south and exported to the 
world. Likewise, imports 
like refrigerators and exotic 
ingredients, such as bananas 
could be brought back to the 
north, improving the quality of 
life even high in the Arctic.   

Be part of the legacy  
Sailing on our ships, you are 
part of Captain Richard With’s 
vision for the Norwegian coast 
all those years ago.

This is the history of the 
communities of the coast. 
The history of its people and of 
Norway. We warmly invite you 
to come and be part of it too.

8  |  Hurtigruten Voyages 2025/27
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1893 
Our first ever voyage:  
Captain Richard With sails 
steamship DS Vesteraalen 
from Trondheim on July 2, 
1893, arriving in Hammerfest 
three days later, 45 minutes 
ahead of schedule.  

1898
The route along the 
Norwegian coast is  
extended further south 
and includes Bergen.   

1936
The fleet has 14 ships.  
More than 230,000 
passengers, locals, and 
tourists alike, travel on 
The Coastal Express  
each year.     

1940-45
700 lives and 14 ships are 
lost in WWII. New Coastal 
Express ships after the 
war are given the highest 
priority by the Norwegian 
government.   

1983
MS Vesterålen joins the 
fleet. Named after our 
first  ship DS Vesteraalen, 
it continues the legacy 
first began 90 years ago. 

1993
Our 100th year anniversary  
and the construction of MS 
Kong Harald marks the dawn 
of the modern era.  

2015
Hurtigruten Foundation is 
established to reinvest in  
the communities we visit.  
We also launch the world’s 
only Northern Lights Promise 
for our autumn and winter 
voyages.     

2020 
MS Lofoten, our longest 
serving ship, retires to 
become a training vessel.  
It had crossed the Arctic 
Circle 3,500 times and sailed 
a distance equal to 200  
times around the equator. 

2022-25  
We invest €120 million into 
one of Europe’s largest 
fleet upgrades to reduce 
emissions, including 
converting three of our ships 
to be hybrid-electric.     

SINCE
1893
Our ships have 
changed a lot since 
our first steamship 
in 1893. But our 
dedication to Norway 
and its coast has 
stayed the same.
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1908
Kirkenes, at the most 
eastern point of Norway’s 
coast, becomes the northern 
turning point of our voyage.    

1922
Our ship DS Finnmarken is 
the first to sail through the  
Risøyrenna channel as we 
connect ports in Vesterålen 
to our route. Norway’s King  
Haakon is on board.

1949-52
Seven ships are added to 
the fleet. The entire fleet 
now carries over 500,000 
passengers a year.    

1968
We begin sailing a route to 
the town of Longyearbyen on 
the island of Spitsbergen in 
the Svalbard archipelago.  
The Svalbard Line operates  
every summer until 1982.  

2001 
MS Lofoten, built in 1964, is 
declared a national monument 
by the Norwegian government, 
a testament to our continued 
service along the coast.   

2011
A six-day voyage on MS 
Nordnorge is filmed live on 
Norwegian television across 11 
cameras. At over 134 hours, it is 
the world’s longest live broadcast.    

2018 
Tons of single-use plastic  
items are removed from all 
our ships. We celebrate our  
125th year anniversary with a 
big, plastic-free celebration. 

2019
We launch our Green Stay  
for guests to opt out of daily 
linen cleaning, reducing water, 
electricity, and detergent usage 
each year.

2021 
We begin phasing in 
sustainable biofuels  
on our ships.  

2022 
Our Sea Zero project begins 
development to build our first 
emission-free ship by 2030. 

2023  
We commemorate our 130-year 
anniversary by launching our 
Signature voyages: The Svalbard 
Line and The North Cape Line. 

2024  
We minimize food waste from 
our fleet with a compost reactor 
in Stamsund that turns edible 
food waste into fertilizer for 
nearby Myklevik farm to grow 
new food for us. 
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SEASONS OF
INSPIRATION

Each season in Norway brings its 
own special sensations and surprises. 
Which season will you sail?

Sailing the Norwegian coast  
in spring is like traveling 
through all four seasons. In the 
warmer south, admire flowers 
and birds. To the north, you’ll 
enjoy the best of both sunshine 
and snow. Norwegians 
even have a specific word 
"vårfølelse," meaning "spring 
feeling." 

Average temperatures and 
average daylight hours 

Temp °F Hours

Oslo 37º-56º 10-18

Bergen 41º-52º 10-18

Bodø 32º-44º 10-24

Tromsø 28º-42º 10-24

Kirkenes 21º-39º 10-24

Longyearbyen 30º-51º 8-24

Wildlife

Birdlife: sea eagles, cormorants, 
eider ducks

Sealife: humpback, minke 
whales, harbour porpoises, orcas, 
Atlantic white-sided dolphins, 
Atlantic white-beaked dolphins

Important annual events 
in Norway:  

Påske (Easter): March / April 

Constitution Day: May 17 

Bergen International Festival: 
May – June  

SPRING  |  March – May
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Our long summer days are 
full of outdoor food fairs, flea 
markets, and festivals. Above 
the Arctic Circle, enjoy 24 
hours of daylight with the 
Midnight Sun. You’ll have 
more time to embrace the 
Norwegian concept of 
friluftsliv: exploring nature’s 
turquoise fjords, soaring 
mountains, and roaring 
waterfalls that swell with snow 
melt. 

Average temperatures and 
average daylight hours 

Temp °F Hours

Oslo 60º-64º 14-18

Bergen 59º-61º 10-18

Bodø 52º-57º 15-24

Tromsø 48º-53º 15-24

Kirkenes 48º-53º 15-24

Longyearbyen 39º-46º 18-24

Wildlife

Birdlife: sea eagles, cormorants, 
eider ducks (with chicks), Arctic 
terns, skuas, pu�ins, razorbills, 
gannets, common guillemots

Sealife: fin, sei, minke, pilot 
whales, harbour porpoises, 
Atlantic white-sided dolphins, 
Atlantic white-beaked dolphins, 
common dolphins 

Important annual events 
in Norway:  

Sankthans (St. John's Eve):  
June 23 

Molde Jazz Festival: mid-July 

SUMMER  |  June – August

Hurtigruten Voyages 2025/27  |  13
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The summer crowds are  
gone by the time our forests  
turn gold, crimson, and copper. 
The crisp air is ideal for 
hikes, and we like to pick wild 
raspberries and cloudberries 
along the way. It is harvest 
time too, with many in-season 
ingredients delivered to our 
ships as we sail. At night, the 
aurora reappears among the  
stars.  

Average temperatures and 
average daylight hours 

Temp °F Hours

Oslo 45°-55° 9-14

Bergen 48°-55° 9-14

Bodø 43°-50° 7-15

Tromsø 37°-46° 7-15

Kirkenes 34°-47° 7-15

Longyearbyen 36°-37° 0-18

Wildlife

Birdlife: sea eagles, cormorants, 
eider ducks

Sealife: humpback, fin, minke 
whales, harbour porpoises, 
Atlantic white-sided dolphins, 
Atlantic white-beaked dolphins,  
orcas (late autumn)

Important annual events 
in Norway:  

Trondheim Chamber Music 
Festival: end of September 

Høstferie (autumn holiday) 
/ potetferie (potato holiday): 
beginning of October  

AUTUMN  |  September – October

Temp °CTemp °C
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With blankets of snow coating 
the mountains and islands, 
the coast feels wilder and 
more magical. Friluftsliv is 
as alive as ever as we go 
skiing, snowmobiling, and 
snowshoeing. Next to the white 
landscapes, sunsets 
are more colorful, and 
twilight lasts for hours before 
the Northern Lights stream 
across the night sky. 

Average temperatures and 
average daylight hours 

Temp °F Hours

Oslo 28°-37° 8-10

Bergen 36°-43° 8-10

Bodø 30°-37° 7-10

Tromsø 27°-32° 6-10

Kirkenes 14°-25° 6-10

Longyearbyen 16°-23° 0-8

Wildlife

Birdlife: sea eagles, cormorants, 
eider ducks 

Whales: humpback, minke, 
fin, pilot, sperm whales, orcas, 
harbour porpoises, Atlantic 
white-sided dolphins, Atlantic 
white-beaked dolphins

Important annual events 
in Norway:  

Jul (Christmas): December 24 

Nyttårsaften (New Year's Eve) 
December 31  

Sámi National Day: February 6 

WINTER  |  November – February
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NORTHERN
LIGHTS

PROMISE

Terms and conditions apply. Please see page 110 or visit our website for more details.

If the Northern Lights don’t occur on voyages  
11 days or more departing between September 20 and 

March 31, we’ll give you a free 6 or 7-day voyage*.

10 YEARS
O F  O U R  F A M O U S
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